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Discussions are activated in the socie&}_v abppt thc_ spectrum and sm_,xg:m"c
of professional specialists prepared by universitics _oIAl‘Jatvm’. l‘r(li these dls\ui;s’—
sions, opinions are quite often expressed that spccml_xsls- ‘rejlqtlg ’todcc«t)‘r:(;{:.::
professions are overproduced measuring them both in utld_ti;dc (1;1‘ abs ‘xit\
numbers. Many Latvian universities offer education in the fie (l) Léolnm-lv-w{'
and business management. Howcver,'cducanon in the fields re itef‘ 0 :.,L\
economics — agriculture, .%rcst;_—y. (?gylcilzl::;r)al 22%({1;1;; p;(l)gte:rsu:&;n :é (L;?ncﬁt

itati ood-processing, food industry, A ment,
gls%?ﬁ%‘:,m‘;l povpi'er industry, lz;nd reclar;xla::g}hn;:réigggg;ta?]fd t?‘,rgg;m;:
B reglopallcc (:rzgﬁrsrc’:gsfnafu‘:a‘:l areas — is offered by the Latvia
k h::ixtl;’f)%ril;};:‘f;‘:ﬁré (1.1.U) and few regional universities'D}ff‘crz'enlx'ii-]
ents of the current situation in Lhe_ field of preparing uni\;crsni &\-l'-

ts, as well as rapidly the emerging new economy based on knov
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°»en?: ié;fgg}‘eac‘:&n Prompted the authors of this paper to conduct a study.

ference are g forl €S In rural development strategy set at the Zalcburg con-

based on T 5 ows: to cqntmue mcreasmg agncul;uml con_lpetmve?n_ess

plementing i ations, ‘educ'auon,. knowledge, information, and intellect; im-

i g Wel'Slﬁcatlon‘l{l agriculture more consistently and precaciously

Y producing not only traditional food products and raw materials, but a wide
range of raw materials and products; implementing diversification and muiti-
functional development in rural areas by promoting the development of
knowledge -intensive industries, business activities or services: managing
natural and environmental resources in a rational and economical way in fa-
vour of society. In order to achieve these objectives, Latvia needs gradual,
but consistent transition to precision agricultural'technologies and techniques
L0 prevent the nature and environment from being damaged if farming inten-
sively, rationally, and efficiently. Besides. Iatvia needs increasing the com-
peuiiveness of market—oriented farms; dewv ural diversity and multi-
functionality that can find its expression in inter-farm specialisation and la-
bour division, in development of auxiliary and additional industries or serv-

\ces on specialised farms, as well as in integration and co-operation of com-

panies and inter—industries.

Such development directions require high professionalism in the fields of
cconomics, business management, administration. markeling etc. Statistical
information about the real situation is quite dramalic, especially in agriculture
within the context and aspects of these requirements. The last Agricultural
Census data indicate the lack of specialists in rural entrepreneurship and
management (CSB 2003) — 70% of farm managers have only practical expe-
rience; they are educated neither for agriculture, nor agrarian economics.
8.6% of farmers have taken just short basic courses. 4.2% of farm managers
have a university—level education. Only every fifth manager on farms that
supply the entire produce to the market has a higher agricultural education.
I'here are differences among the regions: in the areas of Zemgale and
Vidzeme plains, the proportion of highly educated farm managers is 2-3
times higher than in the Eastern Latvia.

The authors of the paper have set an objective considering all the above
mentioned facts:

to analyse the role of the specialists prepared by the Faculty of Economics

of LLU in the national economy and rural development.

The tasks of the study are as follows:
{. to identify the criteria students choose when looking for their special-

2. to analyse the number of students of the Faculty broken down by dis-

3. 1o investigate the demand for study programmes; ;
4. 10 analyse the occupation of graduates, their positions and public ac-
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